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the Book of Kings, were settled in the Assyrian territory of
Gozan and in distant Media, while their place at Samaria was
taken by men from Babylon and from Cuthah, and from Avah
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, a mixed horde of
Syrian and Babylonian prisoners, from whom, by admixture
with the remnant of Israel, the later nation of the Samaritans
was formed'. The Samaritans of the New Testament still
retained in their religion traces of the Nergal-cult which their
ancestors brought with them from Kutha (Tell Ibrahim in
southern Iraq), while the modern inhabitants of Samaria
have ritual peculiarities which could be explained in the
same way.

After this Sargon was compelled to spend ten years in
combating the ceaseless revolts and attacks of the northern
tribes among the Taurus mountains and in Cilicia. The
old Hittite Empire which had centred around Boghaz-
keui had now disintegrated and its peoples become con-
fused with immigrant Aryans from the east. Their heritage
of culture had passed to a complex of minor states ;
Phrygians with their Midas-kings, Lydians, Lycians and
Carians together challenged Sargon's authority in the
north and were by no means easy to subdue, especially
when incited to resistance by the irrepressible Urartu of Van.
Sargon did not feel inclined to venture out onto the plateau
of Anatolia while Egypt and Babylon remained unconquered
in his rear. But he did eventually succeed in establishing a
line of tribute-paying states from Media to the Aegean, to
protect him from anything which might be beyond. Then he
returned to Iraq with the idea of finally settling accounts with
Babylon. The king, Marduk-apal-iddin, was driven into
Chaldea, whither Sargon followed him and completely
defeated the Chaldeans. The Sealand was annexed and
peopled with wretched Hittites from the mountains, and many
captured Chaldeans were sent to Syria. Sargon became king
of Babylon, thereby, like Tiglath-pileser, symbolizing the com-
pletion of his conquests.

Even during the course of these exacting campaigns, Sargon
had found leisure to establish his reputation as a great
builder. His greatest accomplishment was at Khorsabad,
fifteen miles north of Mosul, where, not content with the
temples of Nineveh and the palaces of the older cities of